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Where I'm From
• Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada
• Pop. of Saskatchewan 1.16 Million
• Pop. of Saskatoon 248,000
• Saskatchewan  has 44,329 Farms 
• Average acres per farm is 1,449.
• Saskatchewan is the leading producer of Wheat, Canola, 

Oats, Rye, Flax, Dry peas, Chickpeas, Lentils, and 
Durum in Canada

• Leading Exporter of Pulses in the World (Peas, Lentils, 
Chickpeas) 

• 64 million Acres in Crop Land.



Module I- NAICC Annual Meeting
Tucson , Arizona

• Meet your mentor for the program
– Jim Steffel – LABServices

• Pick a committee to serve on for the year
– Governmental Affairs Committee

• Researchers Subcommittee

• Attend New Members and Sustaining Members Events

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The leadership program starts and ends at the annual meeting each year. The first year you are involved in the leadership program you are assigned a mentor who will help guide you through the program and let you know what to expect in the up coming modules. My mentor this year was Jim Steffel from LABServices. Jim has been a member of NAICC for many years and had lots of information and experiences to share with me about his time with NAICC. Jim also had plenty of experience when it came to module 2 of the program which is the trip to Washington and the Crawfish Boil on the Hill and it helped me to prepare and know what to expect going into the next part of the program.Participants are also asked to pick and serve on a committee for the year, I chose the Governmental Affairs Committee. Being a researcher from Western Canada, I was very unfamiliar with the political issues that are affecting the American agriculture industry at the researcher and crop consultant level. Through the committee and the many articles and position papers they prepare I was able to gain a general understanding of the issues that were going to be discussed in Washington during our visit. The program also encourages you to attend the New Member and Sustaining Members events throughout the meeting to promote the program and develop rapport among fellow ag professionals. 



Module II - Washington, DC

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Module 2 of the program took place in Washington DC in March.  NAICC has been holding board meetings and doing hill visits in Washington for the last 25 years. This was my first time traveling to Washington, DC so I didn’t know quite what to expect but it turned out to be a unforgettable experience. During the three days our group met with a variety of commodity groups, US Congressmen, Industry lobby groups and government agencies. 



• Meeting with Government Agencies
• National Wheat Growers Association

• National Corn Growers Association

• Environmental Protection Agency

• CropLife America

Module II - Hill Visits

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of the major topics this year that the committee worked on were the Worker Protection Standards (WPS) Exemption, Bt refuge and the Pesticide Registration Improvement Act (PRIA). During the 2 days of hill visits I had the opportunity to attend meetings at the National Wheat Growers Association, the National Corn Growers Association, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Croplife America. Throughout the meetings it became very clear to me that NAICC has a very knowledgeable, talented and committed member base that volunteer their time to help NAICC advocate for agriculture in Washington. 



National Wheat Growers Assn.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a photo of our group outside the National Wheat Growers Association 



National Corn Growers Assn.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo outside the National Corn Growers Association. 



Module II- Hill Visits
• Meeting With 

Congressmen 
• Congressman Ralph 

Abraham representing 
the 5th District of 
Louisiana

• Congressman Frank 
Lucas from the 3rd 
District of Oklahoma. 

Myself, Nathan Casper and Ray 
Young outside Congressman 
Ralph Abrahams Office.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the visit I also had the honor of visiting 2 US Congressman’s offices. First up we visited Ralph Abraham who represents the 5th District of Louisiana which is Ray Young's home district.  Due to Ray and Dorothy Young’s close relationship with the congressman I was also fortunate enough to get a personal tour of the Capitol Building from one of his staff during a break in our schedule. Our last stop was to visit Congressman Frank Lucas from the 3rd District of Oklahoma.



21st Annual Craw Fish Bowl on the 
Hill

The Honorable Rodney 
Alexander, Greg Whittington, 
Nathan Casper and Ray Young, 

Myself and Nathan Casper at 
the CrawFish Boil on the Hill

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To end the trip NAICC hosted the 21st annual crawfish boil on the hill. It was a very successful event with over 300 people coming out to enjoy the great food and great company. 



Module III - Networking Field 
Visit

Location: Research Triangle Park, North Carolina
• BASF at Research Triangle Park

– Toured analytical Laboratory, Sample receiving, processing and 
storing facilities. GLP sample preparation labs and the Mass 
Spectrometry lab.

• Syngenta’s Innovation Centre at Research Triangle 
Park
– Guided tour of the crop development labs and state of the art 

greenhouse for crop development and testing. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The focus of the third module in the NAICC leadership program is to encourage networking and rapport among agriculture professionals. For my networking visit I choose to visit North Carolina because NAICC has a strong member base there and it offers a vastly different agricultural experience than what I’m used to in western Canada. NAICC is well represented in North Carolina with many large agriculture organizations situated in and around Research Triangle Park and many independent crop consultants and researchers around the state. My first stop was to BASF’s analytical laboratory in Research Triangle Park, where I got a tour of the sample receiving and processing lab, the GLP sample preparation labs and the Mass Spectrometry lab. Working in field research in western Canada conducting GLP studies, I have an added interest in what happens once we send the samples to the lab for analysis. Having the opportunity to see the labs and facilities gave me a real appreciation for the whole residue analysis process. Understanding how samples are received, processed and analyzed in the lab reinforces the importance of the work being done at the field level and how we can work with them to create high quality data. I would like to thank Sandy Mackie, Rosh Patel, Kathleen Ingram and John Jones at BASF for lining up a great tour.My next stop was with Mark Jones at Syngenta’s Innovation Centre at Research Triangle Park.  Syngenta’s new global center for seed research is like nothing you have ever seen before. I got a great tour of the four floor crop development labs as well as their state of the art, one acre greenhouse for trait development and testing. The tour really opened my eyes to all the work that is being done on crop development and the steps and time it takes to get from a concept in the lab to the commercial products you see in the field.   



Module III - Networking Field 
Visit

Location: Cove City, North Carolina
• Mclawhorn Crop Services

– Billy Mclawhorn – Crop Consultant
– Billy’s clients are located in some of the hardest hit 

areas for rainfall and flooding during Hurricane 
Florence in September 2018. 

– Upwards of 30 in of rainfall and wide spread flooding 
just prior to Cotton and Soybean harvest lead to 
devastating yield and quality reductions and in some 
cases complete loss. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On day two of my trip I visited with Billy McLawhorn from McLawhorn Crop Services located in Cove City, NC. Billy McLawhorn is a crop consultant serving growers in Eastern North Carolina for more than 32 years. The time I spent with Billy was very informative and eye opening. One month before my visit, Hurricane Florence came through North Carolina, and the area we toured was some of the hardest hit for rainfall and flooding. Something you don’t hear about enough on the news is the impact that storms and natural disasters have on agriculture and the people that rely on agriculture as a way of life. Many cotton and soybean fields which had a promising outlook earlier in the season were left in ruins with only a fraction of the yield and quality remaining while others fields were a total loss. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are a few photos of how the cotton fields were affected by the rain and flooding. This first photo is of cotton that was completely submerged in water for 3-4 days. As we drove around it was common to see piles of drywall and furniture along the roadside as people were trying to clean up following the storm. The last picture is another cotton field that was greatly affected by rain and flooding.



Module III- Networking Field Visit

Cotton Harvest

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We were fortunate to catch up to some local farmers who were getting ready to continue cotton harvest for the day. This farm we were at had also been heavily affected by the rain and flooding both in their fields and in there homes. They figured they had lost about 50% of the yield during the storm.We didn’t see this combine run in the field as it was still to early in the morning. But we did get to walk around and check it out. This is a very impressive piece of equipment as it picks the cotton and turns it into large round bales which it wraps and sets down as you continue to combine. Each round bale weighs about 5000 pounds. 



Module III- Networking Field Visit

Peanut Harvest Peanut Harvest

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As the day went on we moved further north where the rain and had been a lot less effect on the crops . Here we got to see the combine in the field for peanut harvest 



Module III- Networking Visit

Sweet Potato Harvest

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This was sweet potato harvest. The thing that stood out to me the most was once the sweet potatoes were dug they were all picked up by hand and placed into buckets which were then transferred to large wooden crates and taken to be sorted. It is very labor intensive work. Unfortunately we didn’t have time to stick around and help out as it was getting close to lunch. Seeing the equipment operating in the field and meeting the local formers made the experience one to remember and this was one of my favorite parts of the whole program. 



Module III- Networking Field Visit

Location: Pentago, North Carolina
• Impact Agronomics

– Bill Peele – Crop Consultant and Researcher

• Toured squash, cotton, and soybean 
fields.

• Toured facility and research trial work.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
My last stop was at Impact Agronomics in Pentego, NC with Bill Peele. Impact Agronomics provides crop consulting and contract research services in Eastern North Carolina. My tour here was very interesting and we had a chance to get out into the field and look at some commercial squash, cotton and soybean production. I also had the chance to see some of the research trials they were conducting this season as well as the office and shop. Having a research background it is always interesting to see how other organizations do things, the equipment they use and what challenges they face when conducting research trials.



Module III- Networking Field Visit

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On the left is a picture of a squash field and on the right is a picture of a sweet potato field. 



Module IV - NAICC Annual 
Meeting Georgia, Savannah

• Present about your experience 
– Happening now!

• Continuing committee participation

• Attend New Member Events  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The program wraps up this week with the annual meeting where we will continue our work with the committees and new member events. This program has been a great experience for me and it offers some very unique opportunities that you cant get anywhere else. I would encourage anyone who is considering becoming more involved in NAICC to apply for the program. 



Thank-you!
• Thank you to my Mentor!

– Jim Steffel – LABServices
• Thank you to all Hosts!

– Sandy Mackie – BASF
– Marc Jones – Syngenta
– Billy and Martha Mclawhorn – Mclawhorn Crop Services
– Bill and Dale Peele – Impact Agronomics 

• Thank you to NAICC and ICMS for the Opportunity to 
participate in the program.

• Thank you to my wife Sarah!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I would like to thank the following people for making the leadership program a success this year. My mentor for the program Jim Steffel from Labservices. I would also like to thank the Hosts who gave up their time to accommodate the trip to North Carolina and for going out of their to make it a great experience for me. Without people stepping up and hosting leadership participants this program would not be possible. Sandy Mackie with BASF, Marc Jones with Syngenta, Billy and Martha Mclawhorn with Mclawhorn Crop Services, and Bill and Dale Peele at Impact Agronomics. Without NAICC members volunteering to Host the Leadership Candidates the program would not be able to offer the outstanding experience that it does. I would also like to thank everyone at NAICC  and  ICMS for giving me the opportunity to participate in this program. And Last but not least I would like to thank my wife Sarah for holding down the fort at home and looking after out 2 year old Harper while I was away traveling for this program. 
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