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Recently the word “change” has become
the most overused word in Agriculture, and
rightfully so considering the events we’ve
experienced. I expect everyone is now busy
accommodating effects of the boom in
Agriculture and the resulting impact on the
consulting services we provide. Reacting to
change is absolutely necessary to succeed
as a consultant. Long-term success is best
achieved by anticipating change and being
prepared to accommodate the needs of 
the future.

Unfortunately, a fortune teller and crystal
ball are not reliable sources to forecast the
future direction of our complex industry.
Like any effort to predict the future, the
more information you have available, the

greater the accuracy of the prediction. I
have always felt the real value of NAICC
membership is access to the education and
expertise needed to be in the forefront of
our profession. 

In Seattle we discussed a number of con-
temporary issues that are certain to impact
our businesses in the years to come. Crop
Consultants heard about factors affecting
soil fertility and the geopolitical factors
affecting the cost of delivering optimal
plant nutrition. Research and QA members
traded ideas with Industry and EPA repre-
sentatives to streamline data collection and
reporting for regulatory studies. Another
topic that provided much food for thought
is potential change in traditional regulatory
study procedures to accommodate interna-
tional harmonization of the registration
process. And scattered throughout the
meeting was a wealth of information about
biotechnology as we know it today and how
it may look in the future.

These and other topics certainly have 
relevance to what we will do this summer.
However, I believe those who step back and
consider what was presented in Seattle in a
broader sense will reap the real value: a
vantage point on the future. 

Adjusting the way we operate our busi-
nesses on a yearly basis is becoming a man-
agement style of the past. Agricultural 
consulting is an industry rapidly maturing

under the forces of escalating input and
crop values, consolidation and outsourcing.
We cannot afford to view the knowledge
gained in Seattle as guidance for the next 12
months, but rather as an addition to the
information base needed to anticipate and
prepare for 2009 and beyond. We can only
be leaders in our industry if we can antici-
pate and prepare to confront future chal-
lenges rather than spontaneously react to
the changes we are certain to face as time
moves on.

Thirty years ago a small group of crop
consultants met in Memphis to structure an
organization that would allow them to col-
lectively face future challenges and help
prepare for changes and anticipated oppor-
tunities as agricultural consultants. Today
members of NAICC benefit from these
founders’ ability to create a vision of the
future and their desire to share the knowl-
edge and wisdom behind that vision. 

As we honored our Past Presidents in
Seattle, their efforts over the years to keep
an eye to the future were evident. Now
more than 500 strong, we all have access to
the cumulative wisdom of those before us
to add to our predictive information base.
Having that resource within our midst
places the valued talent to forecast and 
prepare for the future within the reach of
every NAICC member.

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  C O L U M N

By 
Jim Steffel
NAICC
President

Forecasting Future
Needs in Consulting

With 467 consultants, researchers, indus-
try representatives, University, USDA and
EPA personnel on hand, the 2008 Annual
Meeting in Seattle, WA, was a huge success!
According to NAICC Past President Bob
Glodt, “We were thrilled with the meeting.
The weather was great and our members
proved our theory correct that we always
have a good turnout when we go to a place
where we’ve never held a meeting before.
And it didn’t rain an inch when we were

there!”  He added that while attendance
didn’t break the Orlando record of 470, it
certainly came close.

Highlights of the meeting included
insightful presentations covering a wide
array of GMOs and topics such as email and
litigation, QA scenarios, eco-labels and
emerging technologies. “Designing Drought
Trials,” “Creating Success and Opportunity
in Your Business,” “Excellence through
Stewardship,” “IPM in Pearadise” — even a

“Research for Hire” YouTube presentation -
mark just a few of the many presentations
given throughout the week. 

Ethanol and America’s ability to produce
food, fiber and fuel were hot topics - in fact,
this year’s keynote address centered on the
former. Ron Lamberty, VicePresident/Market
Development Director of the American
Coalition for Ethanol, delivered “Fuel Up
with Ethanol,” a review of ethanol produc-
tion and anticipated growth in coming

Blue Skies in Seattle, Near Record Attendance - 
2008 Annual Meeting a Great Success!



www.naicc.org MARCH 2008

years. His presentation included a wide
array of insights, including:
• The U.S. has 133 ethanol plants which

have a capacity to produce 7.2 billion
gallons.

•  Sixty-nine facilities – which will have a
capacity of 4.9 billion gallons of ethanol –
are currently under construction.

•  Ethanol blends are available at nearly
half of the nation’s gas stations, repre-
senting four percent of the nation’s fuel.

Don Bernardo, Dean of the College of
Agricultural, Human, and Natural Resource
Sciences at Washington State University,
served as the FEAE speaker at the ‘08
Annual Meeting. His address, titled “Where
Have All the Ag Grads Gone?” reviewed the
diminishing number of college graduates
opting for ag-related degrees. He cited
demographics, perceived lack of compelling
job prospects and un-exciting university
curricula as contributing factors.

Suggestions Don gave for inciting interest
among high school and college students
included heightening the scientific, eco-
nomic and health aspects of the industry,
getting away from the “ag is cows and
plows” perception. He also spoke about col-
laborating with industry members like con-
sultants and researchers to promote careers
in agriculture, leverage internship programs
for heightened exposure, etc.

Sessions throughout the week that were
popular included those covering soil, fertil-
izer and organic cropping and plant, insect
and resistance issues and those that were
interactive. Highlights included crop 
specific roundtables and the Year in Review.
Consultants shared interesting issues they
encountered or handled differently during
the 2007 growing season. As usual, Sus-
taining Members shared valuable informa-
tion regarding new innovations coming
down the pipeline at the highly regarded
Emerging Technology Session.

On the research side, sessions covering
electronic communications, data transfer
and business opportunities were particular-
ly well received. An informative discussion
on sample tracking from field to laboratory
was also popular.

Researchers received updates and insight
regarding regulatory affairs from Francisca
Liem, Branch Chief of EPA’s Regulatory
Compliance Division.  Francisca delivered
two presentations: Facility Inspections and
Data Audits and OECD and EPA Perspec-
tive. She also addressed the Quality
Assurance officers on Regulatory Issues
with EPA’s Perspective on what Field QA’s
need to know.  Mick Qualls of Qualls Agri-
cultural Laboratory gave a presentation
entitled “What Contract Researchers Should
Know about the OECD.”  

Other QA presentations shared insights
like communication tips from experts 
during a panel discussion called, “What
Sponsors Want Field QA Professionals to
Know.” Data and Practical Experience
Issues were also discussed, and a mock
audit was held in the exhibit hall, wherein
scenarios were reviewed in a roundtable
session.

For specific presentation details, power
points from the keynote addresses and
from dozens of 2008 Annual Meeting 
presentations are available at naicc.org
(click on Annual Meeting).

Entertainment wasn’t lacking at this
year’s Annual Meeting, either. At the Friday
night dinner, comedian Frank King got
plenty of laughs as he engaged the crowd,
even leaving a DVD to auction off for the
Foundation.

“The Fish Mongers” were on hand 
displaying and sharing samples of a wide
array of the area’s fish, from salmon to 
octopus. The crowd was entertained by the
staff’s fish throwing abilities and even more
engaged by audience members tossing 
sea creatures!

The 2008 FEAE raffle was also a great
success, raising more than $6800 through
raffle tickets sold for the top three prizes
and silent auction items. The grand prize
winners included Jim Steffel, who was
awarded the NASCAR event opportunity.
Brent Wright won the week’s vacation at the
Beach House, while John Gruber went home
with a $1,000 gift certificate to Cabalas.

Many thanks to all who contributed bid
and bought! Monies raised will be used by
the Foundation to support the scholarship
program and other education programs.

And thanks also to Bob Glodt and his
Annual Meeting Coordination Committee
and the Researcher Education and Consul-
tant Education Committees for putting
together informative and timely topics. 

Attendees of the President’s Luncheon
and Awards Ceremony will likely remember
Bob’s tribute to past presidents as he
relayed key topics each person tackled dur-
ing their term and bestowed upon them
presidential lapel pins. Bob’s presentation
concluded with a video that Earle Raun’s
daughter made of her father addressing the
attendees, as he was unable to attend. Earle
was honored with lifetime honorary mem-
bership and will receive a special video of
the entire luncheon/presentation. 

Finally, we must thank our AG PRO EXPO
exhibitors. We welcomed back many of our
long-time exhibitor friends this year, and
we enjoyed getting to know many new
exhibitors. Please take a moment to review
our exhibitor and sponsor list, included in
this newsletter, and thank them personally
the next time you see them. Without their
support, our voice would struggle to 
be heard.

And thanks to you, the attendees, for
your hard work and dedication to our orga-
nization. May the year be one of great per-
sonal, professional and profitable growth
for each of us!

The Foundation for Environmental
Agriculture Education was established by
the NAICC in 1991 with the mission to 
catalyze innovative education and training
for current and future professional crop
management practitioners.  As a 501(C) (3)
foundation, the FEAE is able to conduct
fund-raising activities and provide educa-
tional opportunities beyond the scope of
the NAICC.

At the Seattle convention earlier this year,
money was provided for speaker support

and the Precision Ag workshop. Since 2000
the FEAE has furnished about $9,000 of
scholarship money through the Jenson
Memorial Scholarship.  NAICC members
are invited to contribute directly to this
fund.  Some variations to the application
criteria are currently being developed and
the revised rules will be published in April.

In recent years the FEAE has promoted
and financially aided the Doctor of Plant
Medicine program at the University of
Florida and given some financial assistance

to the University of Nebraska.  In 2007 we
provided a $2,000 scholarship to Carrisa
Zenk of North Dakota.  The Foundation also
sponsored the Richard Jenson Memorial
address speaker, Dr. Dan Bernardo, Dean of
the College of Agriculture, Human and
Natural Resources Sciences at Washington
State University.

The FEAE will continue goal setting and
fund-raising planning at their meeting in
Washington, D.C., April 2-3.

FEAE Making a Difference for Ag through Investments
in Individuals, University Programs, Speakers
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EXHIBITORS 

Ag Leader Technology
Ag Professional Magazine
AG Quest, Inc.
AgRenaissance Software, LLC
Agrian, Inc.
Agrium Advanced Technologies
AGVISE Laboratories
AMVAC Chemical Company
Bayer CropScience
Biopesticide Industry Alliance
California Agricultural Research, Inc.
Center for IPM
Cordner Services
Critical Path Services, Inc.
Crop Defender
DOW AgroSciences
DuPont Ag and Nutrition
Envirologix
Eurofins-Agrisearch Americas, Inc.
Farm Press Publications
FMC Corporation
Gylling Data Management, Inc.
Helena Chemical Company

Dr. J. Artie Browning, a past Foundation
Board member, has been a long time voice
of support and man of action supporting
the DPM concept.  For this as well as many
other achievements, Dr. Browning received
the NAICC’s special Distinguished Service
to Agriculture Award in January at the
NAICC’s Awards Luncheon.

Dr Browning’s career has spanned half a
century.  In 1991 he retired from the Texas
A&M University as chairman of the
Department of
Plant Pathology
and Microbiol-
ogy.  Prior to
that he worked
on crown rust
control of oats
at Iowa State
University,
where he
worked for 
28 years.  
Dr. Browning’s
international
agricultural
teaching and
research work
included 18 months on a special assign-
ment with the Rockefeller Foundation in
Bogota, Colombia; two years in Israel; and

one month at Cambridge in the United
Kingdom. In 1990-91 he was on a Fulbright
in Israel.  

He says that, with Israeli joint projects,
his major contribution to agriculture is con-
trolling oat crown rust by emulating Israel’s
indigenous ecosystem; all conditions favor
the rust, yet epidemics are rare; the
Colombian Coffee Federation emulated ISU
and controlled coffee rust. 

Dr. Browning has been a member of the
American
Phytopathology
Society since
1950 and has
been involved
in many ways
as a fellow of
AAAS and APS.
He has served
in various
council posi-
tions and was
president of
APS.  He has

written on the
value of the
DPM. Currently,

he and the Board President are writing
Directors of the International Agricultural
Research Centers, of which there are 15

major Centers and many sub-units distrib-
uted globally. 

For six years Dr. Browning served as a
Board member with the NAICC Foundation
for Environmental Agricultural Education
(FEAE). He established the J. Artie and Arra
Browning student travel fund with the APS
Foundation to assist in the participation of
two DPM candidates/year to attend APS’
Annual Meeting. This was initiated in 2005.
Dr. Browning lives with his wife Arra; they
have been married 62 years.

NAICC Honors Dr. J. Artie Browning with NAICC’s
Distinguished Service to Agriculture Award

Many thanks to the Exhibitors and Sponsors of the 2008 AG PRO EXPO

Dr. Browning with incoming and outgoing presidents 
Don Jameson and Billy McLawhorn

Dr. Bernardo giving the Jensen Memorial speech.

ICMS, Inc.
IRROMETER Company
James Brady, Ph.D. LLC
LABServices
MANA Crop Protection
MapShots, Inc.
Monsanto Company
Mowers Soil Testing Plus
Pest Pros
Peracto Pty, Ltd
Ricerca BioSciences, LLC
Spectrum Technologies
Syngenta Crop Protection
Syntech Research
TerreVerde Technologies
USDA-Soil Survey Branch
Valent USA

ALBAUGH, Inc.
Name Badge Lanyards 
Bayer CropScience 
New Members Campaign and
Convention T-Shirts 

Biopesticide Industry Alliance 
Refreshment Break

Coxco Ag Services, Inc.
Refreshment Break
Executive Board Breakfast-Wednesday

Dow AgroSciences 
New Members’ & First Timers’
Reception, Executive Board
Breakfast-Saturday 

DuPont Agriculture and Nutrition
Annual Meeting Printed Materials 

FMC Corporation 
Friday Evening Networking/
Theme Party 

GOWAN Company
Refreshment Break

LABServices, Inc.
Rain Gauges 

Helena Chemical 
Committee Chairs’ Luncheon

MANA Crop Protection
Hotel Room Keys

MapShots, Inc.
Audio Visual Support

Monsanto Company
New Members’ Boot Camp

The Mosaic Company
Refreshment Break

NW Farm Credit Bank
Outgoing President’s
Reception/Extravaganza

Syngenta Crop Protection
Umbrellas

United Phosphorus, Inc.
President’s Lunch and Awards
Ceremony 

SPONSORS
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During my 29 years in weed science
research and extension with the Louisiana
State University Agricultural Center, I have
interacted closely with crop consultants
and growers. For the last 20 years I have
also worked with a contract research firm as
a QA officer. My involvement in these areas
has contributed to a keen awareness of how
we all contribute to making agriculture a
viable entity. 

For any new pesticide to be registered by
EPA, extensive internal testing by the com-
pany and residue studies with contract
researchers are required. The development
of insect resistance to insecticides and
weed resistance to herbicides — along with
new diseases on the horizon —contribute
to making management of pest problems a
moving target. The need for development of
novel technologies to address the important
areas of weed, insect and disease manage-
ment in crops will be even more important
in the future. 

The changes in pest management 
technology in the last 30 years have been
phenomenal. When I started my weed sci-
ence career I conducted research with the
graminicides, which allowed for postemer-
gence control of grass weeds in broadleaf
crops. This was especially meaningful to me
because I’d spent my early years on the
family farm hoeing johnsongrass in 
cotton fields.  

I was also able to be in the forefront of
research with the sulfonlyureas and imida-
zolinone herbicides which have become a
mainstay in cotton, corn, soybean, peanut,
wheat and rice weed control programs.
Then came the Roundup Ready era; I was
one of the first university scientists to eval-
uate what were then referred to as
“glyphosate tolerant soybeans”.  

In my experiences traveling through the
major crop-producing areas in the South in
the early 1990’s it was common to see cot-
ton, soybean and corn fields infested with
many grass and broadleaf weeds. In some

cases, it was even difficult to see the crop
for the weeds that were present! At that
time, particularly in soybeans, the herbi-
cides were so narrow in weed control spec-
trum that two or three herbicides applied
together might be needed to control weeds
in fields. Because commodity prices were
low and herbicide costs were high, it was
just not economical to control all weeds
present in fields. Consequently, weeds
thrived and caused significant yield loss. 

Traveling through those same areas in
recent years presents a starkly different pic-
ture. Fields are cleaner than they have ever
been, which is directly attributed to
advancements in weed management tech-
nologies through development of herbi-
cide-resistant crops. As farmers were able to
more effectively control weeds the need for
tillage decreased. The shift toward reduced
tillage systems has had a positive environ-
mental impact by reducing soil and herbi-
cide loss from fields.  

These advancements did not occur by
chance but were a joint effort, with agri-
chemical companies, contract researchers,
QA personnel and university researchers all
contributing to market success. I make it a
priority that my graduate students have an
appreciation not only of weed science but
also of other pest management disciplines.
I also see that students have the opportuni-
ty to interact with agri-chemical represen-
tatives who call on me. Although our
research is not conducted under GLP, 
students are made aware of EPA regulations
concerning GLP and the important role of
Quality Assurance. My close interaction
with consultants keeps me abreast of the
latest problems in the field and new 
innovations. I am then better able to plan
my research and extension programs so
that new problems are addressed in a 
timely manner. 

As the 2008 growing season approaches,
prices for many commodities are the best
they have been in many years. The upbeat

attitude of farmers at grower meetings has
been refreshing. The reality, however, is that
some of the currently used technologies
may be short-lived. 

Weeds resistant to glyphosate have creat-
ed much concern primarily because alter-
native herbicides are not available and, for
the most part, new herbicides are not in
development. If farmers have to revert back
to using cultivation or directed applications
of herbicides, the positive environmental
gains in soil conservation could be nulli-
fied. Without the initiative in discovery and
development of new pesticides, contract
research opportunities will decrease and
independent crop consultants will be
locked into recommending pesticide pro-
grams that may not sustain productivity.  

However different we may perceive our-
selves, university researchers, contract
researchers and independent crop consul-
tants are all working toward the same goal —
to sustain agricultural production in the
U.S.  The fact is that without farmers there
will be no need for any of us.   

Along those same lines, we should take
every opportunity to promote the value of
what we do and the importance of agricul-
ture and the role it plays in our national
security. After all, who should be interested
in agriculture? Well, anyone who wears
clothes, lives in a house or eats food. That
pretty much includes everyone. The recipe
for success will continue to be interaction
among agri-chemical companies, private
contract researchers, public universities
and crop consultants, all working together
for the betterment of agriculture.  

James L. “Jim” Griffin is the Lee F. Mason
LSU Alumni Association Professor in the
School of Plant, Environmental, and Soil
Sciences at Louisiana State University. He
has a joint research, extension and teaching
responsibility in the area of weed ecology
and weed management.

Contract Researchers, Independent Crop Consultants and the
University — the Ingredients Needed to Sustain Agriculture

By James L. Griffin

Clients Trust Independence
By Paul Groneberg, CPCC-I

The ONLY Independent Consulting
Certification available through NAICC.

You can certify your Independence as 
a professional. The NAICC Certification
Professional Crop Consultant (CPCC)
Program offers all the advantages of other
ag industry certifications plus a certification

category that will identify you as an inde-
pendent contractor. This applies to inde-
pendent crop consultants, ag professionals
and individuals who do contract research.

Agricultural clients value independence
because they know that independent con-
tractors are not tied to product sales.

Growers and clients can increase profits
exceeding consulting fees by three to five
times or more!

There are three categories for NAICC
Certification:
1. CPCC is a general category for all

Professional Crop Consultants.
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2. CPCC-I are professional consultants
independent of product sales; they derive
income only from services or are
employed by a firm that only sells ser-
vices.

3. CPCC-R is our newest category for pro-
fessionals who perform Contract
Research. Researchers can certify as
CPCC-R and/or CPCC-I. 

Dual certifications are offered at 
discounted rates.

Why Certify?
• The CPCC certification program has

been enthusiastically received by
Washington, D.C., policymakers because
of its rigorous standards and continuing
education requirements.

• A certification professional is more mar-

ketable.
• Independence makes professionals more

marketable.

For more information and application
forms go to NAICC.org or contact Allison
Jones at 901-861-0511 or via email:
JonesNAICC@aol.com

The Louisiana Agricultural Consultants
Association (LACA) annual meeting — the
Louisiana Agricultural Technology &
Management Conference — was held in
Alexandria, La., February 6-8, 2008.  

A highlight of the meeting was the induc-
tion of Calvin Viator, Ph.D. of Calvin Viator,
Ph.D. & Associates, LLC, and Grady
Coburn, Ph.D. of Pest Management

Enterprises, Inc., into the Louisiana
Agriculture Hall of Fame.  We congratulate
both Calvin and Grady on receiving this
prestigious award, and thank them for their
past and continuing service to agriculture. 

Other conference agenda items included
the election of new officers to the 
2008 LACA Board of Directors:

Rusty Elston, President
Richard Costello, President-elect
Chad Nelson, Past President
Roger Carter, Secretary
Fred Collins, Treasurer
Robbie Gwin, Director
Mark Smith, Director
Denise Wright, Executive Director

NAICC is proud to introduce two new
members to our organization. The first is
Matt Winslow, Director of Research for
Tidewater Agronomics, Inc., based in North
Carolina. He has a B.S. in Agronomy from
North Carolina State University and is 
currently working on a Master’s degree in
Agronomy at Iowa State University.  

Matt works in a wide variety of crops:
cotton, soybeans, wheat, peanuts, potatoes,
melons and cabbage. His services include 

agricultural consulting, nutrient manage-
ment and contract research. Matt said he
anticipates his future professional services
will require more agricultural technology
and varietal selection recommendations.  

Our other new member welcome goes
out to Kathleen “Kathy” Harris. Kathy is a
Regulatory Technician for Great Lakes
Agricultural Research Service, Inc., based in
Delavan, WI. She earned a B.S. in Education
from the University of  Wisconsin at
Whitewater.  

Kathy and her organization provide con-
tract research with GLP compliance on
residue studies. Kathy has 18 years’ experi-
ence in greenhouse production and main-
tenance. Regarding her future career, Kathy
said she expects to be involved in more
GMO trials to stay ahead of the current
trend in global and U.S. agriculture.

NAICC is proud to welcome these new
members and looks forward to sharing
many more new member profiles in 2008!

Spotlight on the States

NAICC Profiles More New Members!

Crop and Research Consulting —
Never a Dull Moment

Biotech Topics Needed 
for 2009 REC Program

Conduct of biotech and USDA/APHIS
regulated research is playing an increasing-
ly important role in the development of
new products and traits in agriculture.  With
this comes a role for NAICC contract
researchers in providing services in biotech
trials, and at our very successful 2008
NAICC meeting in Seattle, many members
indicated an interest in having more
biotech topics on the 2009 meeting agenda.
The NAICC Research Education Committee
would like to hear from members with topic
ideas in this area!  Please send ideas to
Coukell@icms-inc.com.



www.naicc.org MARCH 2008

NAICC member and exhibitor Ian Macleod, FAIM Peracto, Pty. Ltd, visits
with Jim Hudson (left) at the Monsanto booth.

Terry Davidson, Chuck Cary, Leslie Kvasnicka and Lance Sandvik 
represented VALENT USA at this year’s AG PRO EXPO.

Brian Lennon (left) updates Bill Cox on new irrigation products that
IRROMETER Company offers both consultants and researchers.

Luanne Anderson was on hand at the ICMS booth to answer questions
about their research work across Canada.

Patrick Stephenson, with the Association of Independent Crop
Consultants UK, demonstrates how they catch fish across the Big Pond.

Hope Jones (right) decides to let Ashley Wyatt catch 
the “slimy” fish.
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Dorothy Young (aka Ms. Dorothy) and Rick Kesler of FMC show the audience their styles catching the fish.

QAs take advantage of the mock EPA audit that was set up 
in the Exhibit Hall.

Renee Daniel leads the QA group discussion on data and 
practical experience issues.

NAICC honored the Past President’s during the President’s Luncheon
and Awards Ceremony.

NAICC’s President Jim Steffel and Past President Bob Glodt flank AICC
Chairman Andrew Watson during the traditional peace pipe ceremony.


