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Observations and Advice from the Field  



 

ÔBiological influence of adjacent area & buffers  

 

ÔSite, itõs preparation and management  

 

ÔSize of trial & plot, & No. of plants in plot  

Plot environment affects variability of sample data  



& 

Pest distributions influence sampling options   

  how pest moves  

  how pest reproduces  

  density of pest  

  crop species & canopy size  

     

Pest distributions are influenced by  



Relationship between variability and plot size or sample unit  



Basic premise of sampling  

ÔEstimate a population by sampling a proportion  

 

ÔWhat proportion of the Sampling Universe or Plot are 

you examining for an assessment ð 10, 25, 50%? 

 

ÔIf you measure an entire population in a plot, precision 

increases only by increasing plot size  

 

ÔImpractical to sample all soil in plot ð so sampling to 

estimate is only means to measure  



low pest pressure;  

 

variable plant development and stands;  

 

poor placement and distribution uneven;  

 

if expected product efficacy is inconsistent.  

 

Larger sample units may be necessary to address  



Sampling using damage scales tied to EILs  

 

e.g., Greeneõs 1-6 damage scale on cabbage  

 



Indirect efficacy assessment ð measure psyllid sugar  



 

ÔEstimating man -hours in advance for assessments  

 

ÔHow to divide up sampling work by rep and data type  

 

ÔAssessment frequency can influence sample unit  

 

ÔRemote sensing can deliver objective data quickly  

 

 

 

 

Use rating time effectively  



Divide assessment/sampling labor by rep and task  


